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This is in response to applicant's petition to withdraw the holding of abandonment, filed 
in the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), on January 3, 2002. 

The petition is GRANTED . 

A review of the file record indicates that an Office action was mailed on December 22, 
2000 wherein a three-month shortened statutory period for response was set. A 
communication was filed on March 22, 2001 which contained an amendment to the 
specification and claims and included a cover sheet form PTO/SB/30 "Request for 
Continued Examination Transmittal". A Notice of Improper Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) was mailed on April 26, 2001 . A Notice of Abandonment was 
mailed on July 30, 2001 wherein the examiner held that the reply filed March 22, 2001 
was not a proper reply to the Office action dated December 22, 2000. 

Applicant asserts that a timely response was filed on March 18, 2001 and has submitted 
documents to support this assertion. Applicant has also provided a notification of a 
change of address because he has recently moved and did not receive the Improper 
Request for Continued Examination until much later after its mailing. Also, applicant 
asserts that he never received the Notice of Abandonment. 

A closer review of the communication filed March 22, 2001 reveals that it included an 
amendment to the specification and claims and a discussion of the prior art relied on in 
the Office action of December 22, 2000. Therefore, upon reconsideration, the 
communication filed March 22, 2001 has been treated as a timely response to the Office 
action of December 22, 2000. The holding of abandonment is hereby withdrawn. 

Applicant is advised that the transmittal form PTO/SB/30 "Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE)" should not be used for anything but the filing of a request for 
continued examination (RCE). A request for a continued examination may be filed with 
the payment of the specified fee once prosecution in the application is closed (e.g., the 
application is under final rejection or a notice of allowance). 
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The application is being forwarded to the Supervisory Legal Instruments Examiner for 
entry of the amendment filed on March 22, 2001 and change of address as requested. 
The file will then be forwarded to the examiner for prompt action on the merits of the 
claims. 

Telephone inquiries relative to this decision should be directed to Special Programs 
Examiner Kenneth Dorner at (703) 308-0866. 
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